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------------------ President’s Message ------------------- 

Roma Lodge Brothers: 
 

Congratulations! to the Milwaukee 
Brewers upon winning the 2026 World 
Series (in dominating fashion).  What 
an exciting series it was!  
Milwaukeeans and Wisconsinites 
should be very proud of their team.   
 

The Columbus Day dinner was a 
tremendous success.  Those who 
attended enjoyed a wonderful 
evening, and I hope anyone who 
missed it will join us next year.  
Carmelo Bruno, Denise Rossi,  
Carol Rawlinko, and Barb DeMatthew 
did an outstanding job organizing the 
event.  The food was excellent, the 
decorations were exceptional, and the 
raffle baskets were a highlight. 
 

Guest speaker Ernie Rossi gave an 
informative presentation on the true 
inspiration behind the creation of 
Columbus Day. His remarks offered 
valuable historical insight that 
everyone in attendance appreciated. 
As I noted in my introduction, Ernie 
gave us, in the words of Paul Harvey, 
“the rest of the story.” 
 

As mentioned in the last newsletter, 
Roma Lodge will submit its bid on 
November 1st to host the 2027 United 
States Bocce Federation National 
Tournament at our facilities. Securing 
the summer 2027 tournament would 
be a major achievement.  I again thank 
committee members Dave Silvani, 
Derek Anzalone, Michael Garbo, Bill 
Pucci, Jim Silvani, Rick Bonanno, and 
Nick Rossi for the many hours they 
devoted to this effort.  Nick created an 
exceptionally professional and 
thorough bid package—among the 

finest proposals I have seen in my forty 
years of industrial sales with two 
Fortune 500 companies. 
 

This month is the start of the holiday 
season starting with Thanksgiving on 
Thursday, November 26th and moving 
into the Christmas season.  Please 
mark your calendars for the Children’s 
Christmas Party on Sunday, December 
6th and the Adult Christmas Party on 
Saturday, December 12th.  I hope you 
can all join us for these events. 
 

The restaurant is open on Wednesday 
evenings for the buffet, and Friday and 
Saturday nights with a full menu and 
new specials each weekend.  Please 
check your emails weekly for the 
Wednesday buffet menu and weekend 
specials. 
 

If you have not been to our restaurant 
in a while, please consider joining us.  
The food has been excellent. 
 

Reservations are encouraged to help 
us plan staffing and food preparation.  
The reservation line is 262-886-8850.  
For parties of six or more, a 19% 
service charge will be included, and 
there will be one check for tables of 
ten or more. 
 

Pricing for the Wednesday night 
buffet is: 
• $14.00 for adults 
• $13.00 for seniors 55  
                      and older 
• $8.00 for children 
 

BINGO! attendance remains excellent, 
with many new participants joining 
Roma Lodge BINGO!.  This important 
club function relies on numerous 
volunteers.  Dennis is always looking 

for card sellers.  This job requires that 
you be at BINGO! from 3:30 PM – 6:00 
PM. 
 

The women of Vittoria Colonna have 
stepped in and done an excellent job 
working BINGO!.  I thank everyone 
who has volunteered to help.  I had a 
VC member ask me if she could 
become a caller.  We start training in 
November, and I hope to have her in 
the regular schedule by the beginning 
of 2027.  If any Roma Lodge or Vittoria 
Colonna member is interested in 
working as a caller, callback worker, 
sheet seller or working at the money 
tables we would welcome your help.  
Please contact Dennis Porcaro or me. 

 

If you are interested in becoming more 
involved, please consider joining one 
of our many committees or helping to 
organize and run social events 
throughout the year.  For any other 
area of interest, feel free to contact me 
or any board member.  Member 
involvement and participation remain 
essential to our ongoing success. 
 

The next Board of Directors meeting is 
Tuesday, November 10th at 6PM.  All 
members are welcome at the board 
meeting.  If you wish to speak, please 
request permission ahead of time by 
contacting me. 
 

The next Roma Lodge Membership 
meeting is Friday, November 13th..   

Dinner will be served starting at 6PM 
with the meeting starting at 7PM. 
 

Enjoy your Thanksgiving holiday! 
 

 
Cordiali saluti, 
 

Jon Morelli 
President  
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Buon compleanno ai nostri fratelli della Roma Lodge nati a Novembre!!! 
(Happy Birthday to our Roma Lodge brothers born in November!!!) 

 

November 1 Greg Perona November 10 Rick Bonanno November 16 George Rosch 
  David Perugini   Ralph F. Cefalu November 18 William Greer 
November 4 Joseph Covelli   Thomas Chambasian November 19 Daniel Pettit 
  Antonio Rottino November 11 John Lerose  Jr. November 20 Leonard Juliano 
November 6 Michael J. Boero   Rick Palmer November 21 P. J. Litrenta 
November 8 James A. Pitts   Nicholas Villani November 25 Jeffrey Troiola 
  Steven Ramig November 12 Richard Tringali November 28 Thomas Devroy 
  November 14 James L. Mascari   

    Patrick Tierney   
 
List compiled from the Roma Lodge Membership File.   
Contact Pat Tierney, teamtierney@sbcglobal.net if corrections are needed. 
 

 
 Candidates For Roma Lodge Membership 

The following membership candidates have been  approved or conditionally approved by the 
Membership Committee and the Board.   Action by membership is required for final approval.  
Voting will take place during the November 13, 2026 membership meetings. 

 

Shawn Costanzo, age 41, resides in Union Grove, WI  He is single with one daughter.  His Italian 
 link is through his father.  Shawn owns and operates All About Insulation.   
His proponent is  Eric Weasman. 
 
Andrew O’Neil, age 41, resides in Beach Park, IL  He is single with no children.  His Italian link is 
through genetics (Conditional approval subject to genetic records being submitted and approved by 
the Membership Committee).  Andrew is employed as a delivery driver for Amazon.   
His proponent is David Silvani. 
   

 
 

** Roma Lodge Membership Contact Information** 
 

We are updating our membership contact information!  We are asking that you respond to the email  
sent by “Roma Lodge Secretary”, on October 5th, asking you to confirm your current cell phone 
number.  We will be using it, in the future, to send text messages regarding important membership 
announcements, events, and activities going on at Roma Lodge.  We will continue to send out  
information to your email address.  Text messaging will allow us to reach members that may not 
check their emails or do not receive them due to their spam settings.    
 

You may also email your CURRENT CELL PHONE NUMBER  to:  romalodge.secretary.msg@gmail.com.   
It is important to make sure when you email back, to include your full first and last name so it can be 
cross referenced with our membership list. 
 
Thank you for helping us keep our membership information up to date! 
 

mailto:teamtierney@sbcglobal.net
mailto:romalodge.secretary.msg@gmail.com
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Bylaw Change Proposal 
The Roma Lodge Board is proposing to expand the guest ratio for the Roma Lodge Members Christmas 
Party and the Roma Lodge Columbus Day Dinner within  Article IX Miscellaneous, Section 9 of the 
Bylaws.  We are asking you to consider making the change of adding a 3 guests per member limit to the 
two events.  We will be voting on the change at the November 13, 2026 membership meeting. 
 
The current bylaw reads as follows: 
 

ARTICLE IX MISCELLANEOUS 
Section 9: 
The Roma Lodge Christmas Party shall be "member's only function". The Columbus Day Dinner may 
be attended by members of Roma Lodge or the Vittoria Colonna Lodge and one guest. The Members 
Christmas Party must be held on a Saturday night. [Amended May 2, 2008, January 2, 2009, and 
October 14, 2016] 
 
The changed bylaw would read as follows: 
 

ARTICLE IX MISCELLANEOUS 
Section 9: 
The Roma Lodge Christmas Party shall be a members-only function with a 3 guests per member limit. 
The Columbus Day Dinner may be attended by members of Roma Lodge and the Vittoria Colonna 
Lodge  with a 3 guests per member limit.  The Members Christmas Party must be held on a Saturday 
night. 
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 Annual Membership Dues Notice for 2027 
 

Dear Roma Lodge Members, 

 

As we are preparing for another year at Roma Lodge, we want to begin by thanking you for your continued 

membership, support, and commitment to our lodge.  Your membership is what makes Roma Lodge a special place 

for our members, families, and community. 
 

We understand that every dollar matters, and we recognize that our members are sensitive to increases in costs. 

We have carefully considered this decision and want to be transparent about the changes we are making. 
 

Annual Dues for the Upcoming Year 

Beginning with the upcoming membership year, annual dues will be $240.00 ($20.00/month).  As part of this 

change, we will no longer be providing the $50 gift card that was previously included with annual dues.  Dues 

notices for 2027 will be mailed to existing members in November of this year.  Payments may be made via check, 

money order, or credit card.  Checks should be made payable to Roma Lodge and either mailed to the Roma Lodge 

office or dropped off in the mail slot by the Board Room door.  Electronic payments are processed by scanning the 

barcode at the bottom of the invoice.   
 

At the September, 2026 Board meeting, with a recommendation by the Membership Committee, the Board 

approved the following fee structure for 2027: 
 

Level Age Range Years of Membership 2027 Dues 

1 21-64 0-24 $240.00 

2 65-79 25-49 $120.00 

3 80+ 50+     $0.00 
 

This decision was not made lightly.  Roma Lodge, like many organizations, is experiencing increased operating 

expenses, including: 

• Utility costs: Higher expenses from our utility providers. 

• Maintenance costs: Increased costs to maintain and care for our building and facilities. 

• Vendor service costs: Rising prices for services and support provided by our vendors. 

• Insurance Costs: Insurance Premiums for General Liability and Building Coverage have risen year after 

year.  

• Property Tax: Property taxes fluctuate and typically increase annually. 
 

These increases have placed additional pressure on our operating budget.  Adjusting our dues will help Roma Lodge 

manage these expenses and continue providing a well-maintained facility and services for our membership. 
 

We understand that this change may be difficult for some of our members, and we want you to know that we have 

taken your concerns about affordability into consideration.  Our goal is to be responsible with our finances while 

continuing to preserve the value of your membership. 
 

Roma Lodge is more than a building.  It is a place where friendships are built, families gather, traditions continue, 

and our members come together.  Your continued support helps us maintain that sense of community for years to 

come. 
 

We value your understanding and loyalty to Roma Lodge.  Your continued membership will help us move forward 

together. 
 

If you have any questions regarding your annual dues, please contact Pat Tierney, at 262-960-2855, or any of the 

Board members.   
 

 

With sincere appreciation, 

 

Roma Lodge 

Membership Committee / Board of Directors 
 

tel:(262)%20960-2855
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Obituary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  William Dale Chiapete 

      January 20, 1937 - October 14, 2026 
 

Bill passed away on October 14, 2026, at the age of 89, 

following a long and valiant battle with dementia. 

 

Bill was born on January 20, 1937, in Racine, WI, the oldest 

of six children of William and Dorothy (Dresen) Chiapete; 

who instilled in him a strong Catholic faith, an unwavering 

work ethic, and a fierce loyalty to his family. 

 

Bill was an honors graduate of St. Catherine’s High School 

(Class of ’55), where he also ran track, played basketball for 

the legendary John McGuire, was a senior class officer, was 

on prom court, and where he met the love of his life, the 

former Pat Hinnenkamp. 

 

Bill was a diligent worker from a young age, first working as 

a paper boy; and then after school and on weekends, at Pet 

Corners store, at Christiano’s, and at Motor Specialty. 

 

Bill was a proud college graduate; the first in his family, 

earning a degree in business, after having attended 

Dominican College in Racine, and later Marquette 

University.  During that time, Bill also served in the           US 

Army Reserves for six years and was honorably discharged 

as a Sergeant 1st Class. 

 

After college, he was hired by General Motors/Delco 

Electronics, where he worked for several years.  He was 

then employed by S.C. Johnson and Son, Inc. for the 

majority of his career, where he held several management 

positions in the Finance Department.  After an early 

retirement, Bill later contracted with the city of Racine 

Finance Department and with GCA. 

 

Bill’s true love in life was his family.  Bill married Pat in 1964.  

They were blessed with two children; Rich and Mary.  There 

wasn’t anything that he wouldn’t do for his wife, kids, 

grandkids, great-grandkids, parents, grandparents, siblings, 

aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, friends, or anyone in need.  

His favorite activity was being with his family.  He loved 

coaching his younger twin brothers and both of his children.  

He never missed an extracurricular activity for his kids or for 

his grandkids; whether it was sports-related, school-related 

or just something that was important to them.  He was each 

of their biggest fan and supporter.  Bill was active in PTA and 

in his parish.  He was proud to be Italian and was an active 

member of Roma Lodge; working at the annual festival and 

at Bingo. 

 

In addition to his parents, Bill was preceded in death by his 

beloved daughter, Mary Odders, by his brother,  

Ron Chiapete, by his sister and brother-in-law, Kathy and 

Nick Krahn, and by his closest friends, Tony Ferraro and 

Al Olsen  

 

He leaves behind, to cherish his memory, his wife of 62 

years, Pat (Hinnenkamp) Chiapete; his son, Rich (Jenni) 

Chiapete; his grandchildren, Allison (Justin) Hannemann, 

Anna (Bendt) Bendtsen, Abbie (fiance’ Aidan Kamschulte), 

and Jack (Claire Krause) Chiapete; his great grandchildren, 

Sydney Hannemann, Etta Bendtsen, Myles Hannemann, 

and Halle Bendtsen; his son-in-law, Brian Odders; his 

brothers, Rick (Linda) Chiapete, Randy (Pat) Chiapete, and 

Tom Chiapete; his sisters-in-law, Jonna Chiapete and Kris 

Chiapete; and countless nieces and nephews. 

 

Family and friends met in the Draeger-Langendorf Funeral 

Home and Crematory on Saturday, October 24, 2026 for a 

visitation from 9AM – 11AM.   A Roma Lodge service was 

held at 11AM followd by a service celebrating Bill’s life. 

 

In lieu of flowers, please consider making a memorial 

contribution to St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital. 
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Funeral Service Representation – October through December 
 

Lodge members whose names are within the range Porcaro, Anthony R . – Zwaga, Dennis 

are expected to attend deceased members’ funeral services, to represent the Lodge, during the 
calendar quarter listed above.  
 
You are not required to attend every funeral. However, you are encouraged to attend at least one, if 
the occasion arises, during the quarter.  All Roma Lodge members are encouraged to attend the 
funeral services of their deceased brothers.  A special Roma Lodge sign-in book will be on hand at the 
service for members to log their attendance. 

 

DOORS OPEN – 4:00 PM  
FOOD SERVICE – 4:45 PM  
BINGO! START – 6:00 PM 
 
 

Sick and Shut-ins 

On behalf of the members of Roma Lodge, the Sick and Shut-ins Committee sends flowers 
to the funeral of deceased members as well as “Get Well” cards to members who are 
hospitalized or ailing at home. If you know of a Roma Lodge brother who passed away, is 
hospitalized or ill at home, contact Steve Rawlinko, srawlinko@wi.rr.com or by phone at 
(262) 308-7997. 

 

If you would like to donate your time, please contact one of the 
following: Jon Morelli: 262-994-2861 –  Roma.secretary.jam@gmail.com  
                   Dennis Porcaro: 262-884-9121 – apprlservices@netscape.net 

At the right is a table of BINGO! Captains for 2026.  We need people 
interested in being captains to volunteer.  The empty months in the 
table need captains.  
 
Each captain is required to secure volunteers to sell cards on the floor.  
 
In addition to captains, we need volunteers to step up to learn the role 
of selling game cards (this job requires you to be at BINGO! from 4:00 
PM – 6:00 PM at a minimum).  We can also use volunteers to learn the 
other jobs of BINGO!.  
 
Please consider giving your time on a Thursday afternoon and/or 
evening.  BINGO! is an important source of income for Roma Lodge. 

 

The next Membership meeting is scheduled   
for Friday, November 13th  at 7pm.  (dinner at 6pm) 

 
 
 

mailto:srawlinko@wi.rr.com
mailto:Roma.secretary.jam@gmail.com
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DECEMBER 2026 EVENTS                      

Sunday, December 6 Children’s Christmas Party – 11am 

Tuesday, December 8         Board Of Directors Meeting – 6pm 

Friday, December 11 Membership Meeting – 7pm (Dinner at 6pm) 

Saturday, December 12 Members Christmas Party (Time TBD) 

Thursday, December 24 Christmas Eve 

Friday, December 25 Christmas Day 

Thursday, December 31 New Year’s Eve 

 
  

DECEMBER 2026 EVENTS                      

Sunday, December 6 Children’s Christmas Party – 11am 

Tuesday, December 8         Board Of Directors Meeting – 6pm 

Friday, December 11 Membership Meeting – 7pm (Dinner at 6pm) 

Saturday, December 12 Members Christmas Party (Time TBD) 

Thursday, December 24 Christmas Eve 

Friday, December 25 Christmas Day 

Thursday, December 31 New Year’s Eve 

 
  

Bocce Schedules Bocce Schedules 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

To view Bocce Schedules, use the following link: To view Bocce Schedules, use the following link: 

https://www.romalodge.org/members/league-schedulesroster-
sheetbocce-rules 
 

https://www.romalodge.org/members/league-schedulesroster-
sheetbocce-rules 
 

NOVEMBER 2026 EVENTS                      

Tuesday, November 10          Board Of Directors Meeting – 6pm 

Friday, November 13 Membership Meeting – 7pm (Dinner at 6pm) 

Sunday, November 22 Bocce - Turkey Shoot-out Doubles Tournament – 9am 

Thursday, November 26 Thanksgiving Day 

  

  

    

    

    

  

  

  

  

 
  

NOVEMBER 2026 EVENTS                      

Tuesday, November 10          Board Of Directors Meeting – 6pm 

Friday, November 13 Membership Meeting – 7pm (Dinner at 6pm) 

Sunday, November 22 Bocce - Turkey Shoot-out Doubles Tournament – 9am 

Thursday, November 26 Thanksgiving Day 

  

  

    

    

    

  

  

  

  

 
  

https://www.romalodge.org/members/league-schedulesroster-sheetbocce-rules
https://www.romalodge.org/members/league-schedulesroster-sheetbocce-rules
https://www.romalodge.org/members/league-schedulesroster-sheetbocce-rules
https://www.romalodge.org/members/league-schedulesroster-sheetbocce-rules
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Roma Lodge Patio Brick Program 

 

Become a permanent fixture at Roma Lodge!! 
 

Consider the Roma Lodge Patio Brick Program 

Some ideas are: 
➢ Your name and when you joined Roma Lodge. 
➢ For deceased family members – when they were members. 
➢ In memory of a loved one. 
➢ All Family members’ names. 
➢ Imagine a brick and add it to the patio. 

 
If interested, please fill out the order form on the next page and return to 
Dennis Porcaro.  You can also order by scanning the QR code below or going to  
https://roma-lodge.square.site 
 
Orders taken will be completed and installed as time and conditions permit. 
 
 

https://roma-lodge.square.site/
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Roma Lodge Patio Brick Program 
 

Bricks are available to members of both Roma Lodge and Vittoria Colonna. 
 
Each brick serves as a testimony of your support and commitment to a lasting memorial to family and 
friends for generations to come. 

 
BRICK OPTIONS 

4” x 8” brick consisting of three lines of type, 12 characters per line is $75.00. 
12” x 12” brick consisting of six lines of type, 15 characters per line is $200.00. 

Check must accompany your order 
 

To purchase a brick please contact: 
Dennis Porcaro 

Phone (262) 884-9121     Email -  apprlservices@netscape.net 
 

4” by 8” Brick 
NOTE:  Spaces count as letters. 

            

            

            

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

 

12” x 12” Brick 
NOTE: Spaces count as letters. 

               

               

               

               

               

               

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

  

BRICKS WILL BE INSTALLED AS TIME AND CONDITIONS PERMIT 

Buyer Name:        ________________________________________________________________ 

Address:                ____________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:   _______________________________________________________________ 

mailto:pjohnson@cordeck.com
mailto:pjohnson@cordeck.com
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Roma Lodge Clothing Store 
 

Members interested in ordering Roma Lodge clothing can now do so by directly ordering from 
The Lettering Machine. 
 
TO ORDER FROM THE WEBSTORE: 

Visit https://theletteringmachine.com/RomaLodge/shop/home 
 
Feel free to call The Lettering Machine at (262) 652-4177 if you have any questions. Thank you for your business! 

The submission deadline for information to be published in the December, 2026 Newsletter 
is November 21, 2026 at 5pm (subject to change if circumstances warrant it).  
Comments, suggestions and articles of interest to our members are welcome and will only be 
acknowledged and/or acted upon if submitted to roma.newsletter.mpk@gmail.com.  Items submitted 
for publication must pertain to Roma Lodge members and/or membership functions and contain 
complete information.     

 
President Jon Morelli romalodge.president.jam@gmail.com  262-994-2861 
Vice President Dennis Porcaro apprlservices@netscape.net 262-994-3111 
Parliamentarian Michael Clementi clementi3415@gmail.com 262-939-3416 
Recording Secretary Mike Garbo romalodge.secretary.msg@gmail.com 262-939-6291 
Membership Secretary Pat Tierney teamtierney@sbcglobal.net 262-960-2855 
Treasurer Pat Diem Pjdiem@outlook.com 414-530-2988 

             Director – ’26-‘28             Carmelo Bruno              carmelo.bruno8888@gmail.com              847-533-8888 
Director – ’26-‘28 Greg Pierangeli idocgregtpier@yahoo.com 870-882-1715 
Director – ’26-‘28 Eric Andersen e.c.andersenstables.llc@gmail.com  262-989-4276 

            Director – ’26-‘28              Adam Britten                abritten13@yahoo.com                             262-994-8055 
Director – ’25-‘27 Matt Montemurro m.montemurro@sbcglobal.net  262-989-1477 
Director – ’25-‘27 Steve Rawlinko srawlinko@wi.rr.com 262-308-7997 
Director – ’25-‘27 Dave Silvani dsilvani@live.com 262-321-1604 
Director – ’25-‘27 Keith Stannis keithstannis@gmail.com 262-939-6008 
Past President Frank Bisotti fbisotti@ameritech.net 262-914-1880 

 

https://romalodge.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=353315904f5e98de7a1445318&id=3e865f1d14&e=ee2af533f4
mailto:roma.newsletter.mpk@gmail.com
mailto:romalodge.president.jam@gmail.com
mailto:apprlservices@netscape.net
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