
Page | 1 
 

 
December 

 
 

 
2023

 
 

7130 Spring Street- Racine, Wisconsin 53406 – (262) 886-8850 – RIWA (262) 886-3610 
Also Available on the Web at: http://members.romalodge.com/newsletter.html 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Message from the President 
 

Roma Lodge Brothers: 
 
The Thanksgiving holiday is behind us, 
and I hope each of you had the 
opportunity to spend quality time with 
your families.  The holiday season always 
brings me a great deal of joy but also 
brings to mind those that I can no longer 
celebrate with.  I think of them often but 
more so at this time of year.  I always 
hear that we cannot live in the past, but 
those memories are what keep me going 
at times.  They make me appreciate 
those that are still here more and make 
me want to live each day to the fullest. 
Hug your family a little tighter this 
coming Christmas season and do 
something special for someone in need 
of help.  From my family to yours, I wish 
you all a Blessed Merry Christmas! 
 
The Childrens Christmas Party is Sunday, 
December 10th so sign up to bring your 
children and grandchildren to see Santa. 
Don’t forget, if you want to enjoy some 
fun with the adults, our Members 
Christmas Party is Saturday, December 
16th.  More details for both parties are 
on pages 5 and 6 of this newsletter.  You 
can register for the parties by visiting the 
link below. 
 
https://roma-lodge.square.site 
 
This year’s wine tasting was a great 
success with over 130 people attending. 

The wine was excellent, and the food was 
outstanding. Thank you to Greg 
Pierangeli and the entire committee for 
another great Roma Lodge event. 
 
The monthly cribbage tournaments are 
in full swing.  If you enjoy the game and 
like a little competition, stop by on the 
scheduled dates (see page 9 for 
information).  Thank you to Mark and 
Pam Mano for continuing to organize 
these tournaments. 
 
And now for the usual reminders…. 
 
I want to thank all the members that are 
utilizing the members dining room on 
Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays.  We 
now have an expanded menu on the 
weekends and Michael will continue to 
offer a weekly special.  The buffet 
continues to offer a variety of items.  The 
food has been delicious.  Please consider 
our dining room when making plans to 
dine out.  We ask that groups of 6 or 
more on Fridays and Saturdays no longer 
request separate checks and those 
groups will have a 19% gratuity added to 
their bill. 
 
Pricing for the Wednesday buffet is 
$13.00, $12.00 for seniors 55 and older 
and $7.00 for kids.  Volunteer help on 
Wednesdays is always appreciated.  
Please contact me or Guy Schetter if you 
are interested in volunteering. 

Reservations are always recommended 
as this helps us plan for staffing and 
food preparation.  The reservation line 
is (262) 886-8850. 
 
I am still challenging each member to 
utilize our members dining room at least 
once a month for the remainder of the 
year. 
 
Bingo participation continues to be 
excellent!  Bingo has always been an 
important function here at Roma Lodge 
and requires many volunteers.  If you 
have the time to volunteer, please 
contact Jim Faraone, Mike Peratt, or 
Dennis Porcaro. 
 
I know I put this in the newsletter each 
month, but it is important.  If you have 
some time to give to the club, please 
consider being a part of the many 
committees we have or help organize 
and work some of our many social events 
throughout the year.   You can contact me 
or any of our board members if you have 
an area of interest.  Our membership 
involvement and participation will 
always be the key to our success.  A 
special thank you to all that contribute 
your time on a regular basis. Grazie! 
 
The next Roma Lodge Membership 
meeting is scheduled for Friday, 
December 8th at 7:00 PM.  The next 
Roma Lodge Board of Directors meeting 
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will be Tuesday, December 5th at 6:30 
PM. 
Che Dio vi benedica! (God bless you!) 
 

Frank L. Bisotti 
President 

 
 
 

  

 
The December Membership Meeting is scheduled  for Friday, December 8th. 
 
 
 

Buon Compleanno e Tanti Auguri 
Happy Birthday to our Roma Lodge Brothers Born in December 

 
December 1 Frank D'Acquisto December 6 Gregory Pierangeli December 16 Joseph Chiapete 
 Richard Graceffa December 7 Niko Heiniger  Joseph C. Cuccio Jr.  
 William Ruffalo Jr.  Joseph Poisl December 19 Mark DeCheck 
December 2 Dennis Gehrke December 8 Fausto Fioravanti  Mark Porcaro 
 Jacob Heller December 9 Steven Johnson December 20 Paul J. Nolden 
 Arthur Rozzoni  Edward Morelli December 22 Jerry Perona 
December 4 Pasquale Infusino December 10 James Oswald  William J.  Pucci Sr. 
December 6 Phill Davis December 12 John Catrine December 25 Patrick Johnson 
 Eric Hillery  Ryan Sorenson December 29 Jeffrey DeMatthew 
 Jim Morelli December 15 Chris Hansen December 31 Nick Romano 
 Jon Morelli  Anthony Rossi   
  
List compiled from the Roma Lodge Membership Files.  Contact Pat Tierney, teamtierney@sbcglobal.net or 262-960-2855 if 
corrections are needed. 

 
DOORS OPEN – 4:00 PM 
FOOD SERVICE – 4:45 PM 
BINGO START – 6:00 PM 

 
 
 
 

If you would like to volunteer your time, please contact one of the following: 
 Jim Faraone:  262-657-1244 – jfaraone@wi.rr.com 
 Dennis Porcaro:  262-884-9121 – apprlservices@netscape.net 
Jon Morelli (December Captain):  262-994-2861 – roma.secretary.jam@gmail.com 
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December 2023 EVENTS 

 
Friday, December 1 National Christmas Lights Day 
Friday, December 1  National Bartender Day 
Saturday, December 2  National Mutt Day 
Sunday, December 3 Roma Lodge Cribbage 
Sunday, December 3  First Sunday of Advent 
Monday, December 4  National Cookie Day 
Tuesday, December 5 Board of Directors Meeting – 6:30 PM 
Tuesday, December 5  International Volunteer Day 
Wednesday, December 6  St. Nicholas Day 
Thursday, December 7  Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 
Thursday, December 7  Hanukkah 
Thursday, December 7  National Letter Writing Day 
Friday, December 8 Members Meeting – 7:00 PM 
Friday, December 8  National Brownie Day 
Friday, December 8  Feast of the Immaculate Conception 
Saturday, December 9  Christmas Card Day 
Sunday, December 10 Roma Lodge Children’s Christmas Party 
Sunday, December 10  International Animal Rights Day 
Tuesday, December 12  Gingerbread House Day 
Wednesday, December 13  National Guard Birthday 
Friday, December 15  National Ugly Sweater Day 
Friday, December 15  National Cupcake Day 
Saturday, December 16 Roma Lodge Members Christmas Party 
Saturday, December 16  National Chocolate Covered Anything Day 
Monday, December 18  National Twin Day 
Thursday, December 21  Winter Solstice 
Thursday, December 21  National Crossword Puzzle Day 
Friday, December 22  National Cookie Exchange Day 
Saturday, December 23  Festivus 
Sunday, December 24  Christmas Eve 
Monday, December 25  Christmas Day HOLIDAY 
Tuesday, December 26  Kwanzaa 
Tuesday, December 26  Boxing Day HOLIDAY 
Thursday, December 28  Pledge of Allegiance Day 
Saturday, December 30  National Bacon Day 
Sunday, December 31  New Year's Eve 

 
  

 December 1,2 Jack LeRose 
 December 8,9 Pat Diem 
 December 15,16 Frank Bisotti 
 December 22,23 John Pisanello 
 December 29,30 Jeff DeMatthew 
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Funeral Service Calling Tree Schedule – October through December 
The Calling Tree schedule includes those members whose names are listed on the Membership List 
between: 

Polzin, Bernard – Zicarelli, Ronald 
 
If you are notified of a funeral during your scheduled three-month period, you are expected to attend 
to represent the Lodge.  You are not required to attend every funeral; however, you are encouraged 
to attend at least one during the quarter.  Other members are also encouraged to attend.  There will 
be a special Roma Lodge sign in book at the service for members who attend to verify that they are 
fulfilling their obligation. 

 

 
The following gentleman is scheduled to be voted on at the December 8, 2023, Membership Meeting. 
 
Adam Anzalone - Age 47 
St. Francis, WI 
Employment: Groppi’s Market – Specialty Butcher 
Married – Enjoli Anzalone, with two children, father is of Italian descent (Anzalone) 
Proponent: Derek Anzalone 
 
 

Sick and Shut-ins 
On behalf of the members of Roma Lodge, the Sick and Shut-ins Committee sends flowers to the 
funeral of deceased members as well as “Get Well” cards to members who are hospitalized or ailing 
at home. If you know of a Roma Lodge brother who passed away or is hospitalized or ill at home, 
contact Steve Rawlinko, srawlinko@wi.rr.com or by phone at (262) 308-7997. 

Please see the next two pages for information on the Roma Lodge & Vittoria Colonna Lodge Children's Christmas Party and 
the Roma Lodge Members Christmas Party. 

 
You can sign up for these events by visiting the following link: 

 

https://roma-lodge.square.site 
 

You can also order clothing or a brick for the patio and sign up for the Roma Lodge Newsletter by visiting the site. 
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January 2024 EVENTS 

 
Monday, January 1 New Year Holiday 
Monday, January 1 Emancipation Proclamation 
Thursday, January 4 National Spaghetti Day 
Saturday, January 6  Epiphany 
Monday, January 8 National Bubble Bath Day 
Tuesday, January 9 Board of Directors Meeting – 6:30 PM 
Tuesday, January 9 Law Enforcement Appreciation Day 
Thursday, January 11 National Milk Day 
Friday, January 12 Members Meeting – 7:00 PM 
Friday, January 12 National Pharmacist Day 
Sunday, January 14 Roma Lodge Cribbage 
Monday, January 15 Martin Luther King Day HOLIDAY 
Monday, January 15 Army Day 
Monday, January 15 National Hat Day 
Monday, January 15 Martin Luther King’s Birthday 
Wednesday, January 17 Prohibition Begins 
Friday, January 19 National Popcorn Day 
Saturday. January 20 National DJ Day 
Saturday, January 20 National Cheese Lovers Day 
Monday, January 22 National Blonde Brownie Day 
Tuesday, January 23 National Pie Day 
Wednesday, January 24 National Peanut Butter Day 
Thursday, January 25 Opposite Day 
Friday, January 26 National Spouses Day 
Friday, January 26 National Peanut Brittle Day 
Saturday, January 27 National Chocolate Cake Day 
Monday, January 29 National Puzzle Day 
Wednesday, January 31 National Backward Day 
Wednesday, January 31 National Hot Chocolate Day 
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Laura J. Catrine 
 
June 21, 1960 - Oct. 17, 2023 
 

 LAS VEGAS, NV - Our dear sister, 
age 63, passed away peacefully 
after recently being diagnosed 
with cancer.  She was born and 
raised in Racine, WI, and graduated 
from William Horlick High School. 
Laura worked for many years at In-
Sink-Erator retiring in 2022.  She 
relocated to Las Vegas, NV (Sun 

City) upon retirement to a warmer climate.  While in 
Racine, she was active with Roma Lodge (Vittoria 
Colonna) where she played bocce ball, cribbage and 
volunteered weekly at bingo.  Often she helped in the 
kitchen. Laura was an active sports fan where she 
especially enjoyed football, always cheering on her 
beloved Packers.  She was the favorite babysitter to her 
nieces, great-nieces and nephew. 
 
Laura will be dearly missed by her siblings: Cynthia 
(William) Dupuis, Dianne (Stephan) Paulson, Linda 
(Michael) Galovits, and Steven (Stacy) Catrine along 
with a special Aunt and Uncle, Jeanette and Glenn 
Johnson.  In addition, she will be missed by her 12 
nieces and nephews along with her 16 great-nieces and 
nephews, numerous aunts, uncles, cousins, other 
relatives and dear friends. 
 
Laura was preceded in death by her parents, Dorothy 
Brezinski and Carl Catrine Jr., her long-time partner, Bob 
Gasquoine, grandparents, Florence and Ardeen Mulder, 
Angeline and Carl Catrine Sr. along with her special fur 
babies, Stuart and Priscilla. 
 
In keeping with her wishes, cremation will take place 
along with a private memorial to be held at Roma 
Lodge. 
 
Our condolences to Laura’s family. 
 
Alex "Butch" Profilio Modesti 
 
December 27, 1955 - October 27, 2023 
 
Alex Profilio Modesti, age 68, passed away Friday, 
October 27, 2023, at Froedtert Memorial Hospital, 
Milwaukee, after a courageous battle following a bone 
marrow transplant. 
 
 
 

Alex was born in Racine, WI, 
December 27, 1955, son of 
the late Alex J. and Shirley 
(Nee: Pfister) Modesti. He 
graduated from Washington 
Park High School “Class of 
1974”. 
 
It was at Park High School 

that he met the love of his life, Sherri L. Galati and on 
August 23, 1980, they were united in marriage.  Alex 
moved to Knoxville, TN where he managed a Wendy’s 
Restaurant from 1978- 1980. From 1981- 1986 he 
managed a D’Lites of America in Atlanta, GA. Moving 
back to Racine he worked at Ganton Technologies as a 
journeyman tool & die maker from 1989 until they 
closed in 2006. The closure provided him an 
opportunity to further his education by earning an 
associate degree in Manufacturing and becoming a 
state indentured welder from Gateway Technical 
College.  While in Racine Alex was a member of Faith 
Community Church and Roma Lodge.  In 2010, Alex and 
Sherri moved to Wild Rose, WI where he enjoyed the 
great outdoors. 
 
Alex was an avid outdoorsman who loved hunting and 
fishing.  He was a member of Whitetails Unlimited and 
The Schoolhouse Gang.  He will be remembered as the 
Grill Master and for his his detailed storytelling.  Above 
all he treasured time spent with his family especially his 
grandchildren. 
 
Surviving are his wife of 43 years, Sherri; daughters, 
Nicole Coughlin of Racine, Dina (Mark) Gaines of 
Cummings, GA; 5 grandchildren, Laila, Mikalya, Piper, 
Alex Joseph, and Violette; sister, Cindy (Jeff) Van Elzen; 
in-laws, Dominic (Pam) Galati, Kathy (Doug) Sheley, 
Gina (Mark) MacKain, Dino (Cindy) Galati; aunts, 
Rosemary Domanico, Minnie Modesti; cousins, nieces, 
nephews, other relatives and dear friends.  In addition 
to his parents, he was preceded in death by his father-
in-law and mother-in-law, Dominic and Audrey Galati. 
 
Memorials to Kathy’s House Inc have been suggested. 
 
The family would like to extend a special thank you to 
the staff at Froedtert 9th Floor Center for Advanced 
Care for their loving and compassionate care.Lakeshore 
at Siena in Racine, WI. 
 
MARESH-MEREDITH AND ACKLAM FUNERAL HOME AN 
AND CREMATORY 
 
Our condolences to Butch’s family. 
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NOVEMBER CRIBBAGE TOURNAMENT RESULTS 
 

The November tournament was held on Sunday the 12th 
 

 Winners  
1st Place (all pools) - Felicia Henkel 
2nd Place (all pools) – Mark Mano 
3rd Place (all pools) – Mark Porcaro 
4th Place ($10 & $5 pool) – Terry Kueker 

 

 
Seventeen players on November 12th for the Roma Lodge Cribbage Tournament.  Our next 

tournament will be held at 12 noon on Sunday December 3rd.  Hope a lot the lodge 
cribbage players and their friends will be there. 
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The 100th Anniversary Year of Roma Lodge culminated with the Centennial 
Celebration on September 30th.  It was a great way to recognize an achievement 
few clubs and organizations are able to reach.  Thanks to Greg Pierangeli and his 
team (Rick Bonanno, Frank Caruso, Pat Diem, Dennis Porcaro, and Dave Silvani) for 
organizing such a great party. 
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Roma Lodge hosted a Wine Tasting Event on November 18th.  The event was very 
well attended with over 130 members and guests. 
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LOOKING FOR A CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR SOMEONE SPECIAL? 

 
 
 
 
 

Consider the Roma Lodge Patio Brick Program 

Some ideas are: 
 Your name and when you joined. 
 For deceased family members – when they were members. 
 In memory of a loved one. 
 All Family members names. 
 Imagine a brick and add it to the patio. 
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Roma Lodge Patio Brick Program 
 

Looking for a Christmas idea for that hard to shop for someone?  Consider the Roma Lodge “Patio Brick 
Program”. 
 
Bricks are available to members of both Roma Lodge and Vittoria Colonna. 
 
Each brick serves as a testimony of your support and commitment to a lasting memorial to family and friends 
for generations to come 

 
BRICK OPTIONS 

4” x 8” brick consisting of three lines of type, 12 characters per line is $75.00. 
12” x 12” brick  consisting of six lines of type, 15 characters per line is $200.00. 

Check must accompany your order 
 

To purchase a brick please contact: 
Dennis Porcaro 

Phone (262) 884-9121     Email -  apprlservices@netscape.net 
 

4” by 8” Brick 
NOTE:  Spaces count as letters. 

           

            

            

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

 
12” x 12” Brick 

NOTE: Spaces count as letters. 
               

               

               

               

               

               

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

  
CHRISTMAS BRICKS WILL BE INSTALLED IN EARLY SPRING OF 2024 
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The Wisconsin Sports Collectors Association (WSCA) is having another SPORTS SHOW on Sunday, December 17th from 9am 
to 2pm (it’s most exciting in the first 2-3 hours).  Founded back in 1975, the shows have grown from dozens to nearly 400 
people at each of these events.  Our shows feature generations of our families actively participating.  Each show consists of 
over 60 dealers’ tables with vendors from numerous states.  Memorabilia includes sports cards, autographs, bobble heads, 
Nascar, other non-sports fun and so much more.  We feature an entertaining auction running simultaneously around 
9:45am until 11:30am with a large variety of items.  Every show brings different surprises!  There may be “signing” guests 
at some of our shows as well.  Please pass along the word to friends and family. 
 
WSCA has fostered a great niche in the sports collecting business by combining our shows with charitable giving.  As a 
“nonprofit organization” our profits go to various charities including, but not limited to the MDA, Lighthouse Youth Center 
of Milwaukee, Children’s Hospital, Special Olympics, Autism Society, Juvenile Diabetes, Veterans Charities, and many 
others.  We have led local assistance events for families with providing Thanksgiving dinners, back to school supplies and 
Christmas presents. 
 
I have volunteered with the Wisconsin Sports Collectors Association since the 1980s (nearly 35 years) and I'm thrilled to 
bring the WSCA to Roma Lodge every other month.  My specialty has been procuring the items for the auction as well as 
running the auction at each event.  Another Roma Lodge Member, John Gehring, has also been a part of WSCA for many 
years – both as a dealer and a guest.  
 
Each show features a Roma Lodge member selling sausage and/or meatball bombers and we need one of you to volunteer 
for about 2 hours – from around 10am to noon – and sell sandwiches and chips and soda and ALL that profit goes directly 
to Roma Lodge.  This also enhances the Roma Lodge connection to the shows.  Please let me know if you can help for 2 
hours at the December 17th Show. 
 
This is a “FAMILY” Event, and we encourage all of the Roma Lodge members to bring their families - their children and/or 
their grandchildren - as they build their own sports collectibles hobby in this healthy event. 
 
ATTENTION ROMA LODGE “BROTHERS” – this is our CHRISTMAS Sports Show with plenty of Deals from Dealers (great 
last-minute Christmas Gifts).  ANY ROMA LODGE MEMBER who brings in a son, daughter, grandson, or granddaughter 
will ALL get FREE ADMISSION on Sunday, December 17th!!! 
 
Just tell our lovely AMBER (at the entrance) that Paul Costanzo is paying for you!! 
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to me. 
 
A splendid time is guaranteed for all. 
 
Thank you. 
Paul 
Paul Costanzo 
414-425-2525 
pcostanzo@wi.rr.com 
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President Frank Bisotti fbisotti@ameritech.net 262-914-1880 
Vice President John Pisanello jpisanello@yahoo.com 262-939-5650 
Parliamentarian Jeff DeMatthew dematthew@ameritech.net 262-880-7474 
Recording Secretary Jon Morelli roma.secretary.jam@gmail.com 262-994-2861 
Membership Secretary Pat Tierney teamtierney@sbcglobal.net 262-960-2855 
Treasurer Pat Diem Pjdiem@outlook.com 414-530-2988 
Director Jack LeRose lerosecpa@gmail.com 262-939-0732 
Director Greg Pierangeli idocgregtpier@yahoo.com 870-882-1715 
Director Dennis Porcaro apprlservices@netscape.net 262-884-9121 
Director Bill Pucci, Jr. wmpucci50@gmail.com 262-939-3452 
Director Steve Rawlinko srawlinko@wi.rr.com 262-308-7997 
Director Guy Schetter gjs4420@yahoo.com 773-986-0374 
Director Dave Silvani dsilvani@live.com 262-321-1604 
Director Keith Stannis keithstannis@gmail.com 262-939-6008 

 
1. Please call to make a reservation.  It will help with both food preparation and staffing. 
2. If you have a party of ten or more, we ask that your reservation is set by 5:30 or after 6:30 to ensure quality service is 

provided to all.   Please keep splitting of checks to a minimum.  This takes considerable time and will delay service. 
 
Our Chef, Mike, will continue to create specials each week to add a variety of food options for our members and guests.  Along 
with the weekly specials we will continue to provide a quality reduced menu.    We encourage everyone to stop out and enjoy 
Mike's creations. 
 
The Member’s Restaurant is open for the Wednesday Buffet, and every Friday and Saturday for dining. 
 
Thank you.    
 

Roma Lodge Clothing Store 
 
Members interested in ordering Roma Lodge clothing can now do so by directly ordering from 
The Lettering Machine.  If you have not viewed the site in a while, please visit to see the added items and 
the option for embroidering the 100th anniversary logo. 
 
TO ORDER FROM THE WEBSTORE: 

Visit https://theletteringmachine.com/RomaLodge/shop/home 
 
Feel free to call The Lettering Machine at (262) 652-4177 if you have any questions. Thank you for your business! 
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ROMA LODGE 
Racine’s Most Prestigious Banquet Facility 

Receptions, Meetings, Parties 
262-886-6286 

 

JAMES A. PITTS GREGORY A. PITTS 
Attorneys at Law – Roma Lodge members 

 
Civil Trials / Personal Injury / Business Disputes / 

Insurance Claims / Workers Compensation / Disability 
 

Schoone, Leuck, Kelley, Pitts & Pitts, S.C. 
6800 Washington Avenue, Racine, WI 53408-5600 

www.pittslaw.com (262) 886-8240 
 

 
 

AD SPACE AVAILABLE 
 

 

 

 
 

RACINE’S #1 BINGO - Every Thursday Night 
$2,150 Paper Sheet & Last Game for $400 

Prizes! Come for Dinner- Doors Open at 4:00 
Games Start at 6:00 pm –SMOKE FREE 

 

Southwest Dental Group 
Dr. Richard L. DeFurio 

Dr. David L DeFurio 
Dr. Stephen N. Norwich 

2601 Taylor Ave   262-632-3156 
www.sw-dental.com 

  

 
 

 
 

 Deadline for information for the January 2024 Newsletter is December 20, 2023.  Comments, 
suggestions, and articles of interest to our members are welcome at roma.secretary.jam@gmail.com. 

 

Jon Morelli, Roma Lodge Recording Secretary 


