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Message from the President 
 

Roma Lodge Brothers, 
 
I hope this letter finds you all safe and 
healthy and that each of you is making 
the most of the summer with your 
families and friends. I love our summers 
here in Wisconsin, but they are too short. 
 
I want to thank all the members that are 
utilizing the members dining room on 
Fridays and Saturdays.  We now have an 
expanded menu and Michael will 
continue to offer a weekly special.  
Please consider our dining room when 
making plans to dine out on the 
weekends.  The food has been delicious.  
Splitting checks takes valuable time and 
causes service delays.  We ask that on 
Fridays and Saturdays, groups of 6 or 
more no longer request separate checks.  
The single check for a group of 6 or more 
will have a 19% gratuity automatically 
added. 
 
The Wednesday night buffet continues to 
offer a variety of items.  If anyone is 
interested in volunteering to help on the 
buffet, even once a month, please 
contact me.  Pricing for the buffet is 
$13.00, $12.00 for seniors 55 and older 
and $7.00 for kids. 
 
Reservations for the members dining 
room are always recommended as this 

helps us plan for staffing and food 
preparation. The reservation line is 
(262) 886-8850. 
 
Bingo participation has been excellent! 
Bingo has always been an important 
function here at Roma Lodge and 
requires many volunteers.  If you have 
the time to volunteer, please contact Jim 
Faraone, Mike Peratt, or Dennis Porcaro. 
Let us all wish Jim a speedy recovery. 
 
The 2023 Roma Lodge Festival will take 
place here on our grounds the weekend 
of July 28-30. Last year’s festival was 
once again a huge success. A big thank- 
you to Pat Diem and the entire festival 
committee. The festival is a big 
undertaking every year and can only be a 
success with everyone’s help and 
participation. I am looking forward to 
another very successful festival. 
 
Our scholarship winners this year are: 
 
$4,000 Roma Lodge Merit Scholarship
 Grace Betker 
 $500 Roma Lodge Merit Scholarship
 Lucy Paar 
$1,000 Missureli Scholarship  
 Tony Ferraro 
 
Congratulations to all and on behalf of 
Roma Lodge, I wish you all continued 

success in your future endeavors. I 
apologize that I don’t have the pictures 
and bios ready for this month’s 
newsletter.  I was on vacation and time 
was running short to get this letter 
published.  I will have that information 
for the next newsletter. 
 
If you have some time to give to the club, 
please consider being a part of the many 
committees we have or help to organize 
and work on some of our many social 
events throughout the year.  You can 
contact me or any of our board members 
if you have an area of interest.  Our 
membership involvement and 
participation will always be the key to 
our success.  A special thank you to all 
that contribute your time on a regular 
basis. Grazie!  
 
The next Roma Lodge Membership 
meeting is scheduled for Friday, July 14th 
at 7:00 PM. The next Roma Lodge Board 
of Directors meeting will be Tuesday, 
June 6th at 6:30 PM. 
 
Che Dio vi benedica! (God bless you!) 
 

Frank L. Bisotti 
President
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The July Membership Meeting is scheduled for Friday, July 14th. 
 
Please remember it is important to have a quorum at all membership meetings.  Without a 
quorum we cannot conduct an official meeting, meaning we cannot vote on new members or 
conduct any official business. 
 

 
DOORS OPEN – 4:00 PM 
FOOD SERVICE – 4:45 PM 
BINGO START – 6:00 PM 

 
If you would like to volunteer your time, please contact one of the following: 
 Jim Faraone:  262-657-1244 – jfaraone@wi.rr.com 
 Mike Peratt:  262-942-1212 – mperatt22@yahoo.com 
 Jim LaBelle (July Captain):  262-939-3470 – jlabelle1@gmail.com 

 

JULY 2023 EVENTS 

  
Saturday, July 1 International Joke Day 
Saturday, July 1 Battle of Gettysburg 
Tuesday July 4 Independence Day 
Wednesday, July 5 National Bikini Day 
Thursday, July 6 National Fried Chicken Day 
Friday, July 7 World Chocolate Day 
Saturday, July 8 Coffee & Cars – 8:00 AM - Noon 
Tuesday, July 11 Board of Directors Meeting – 6:30 PM 
Thursday, July 13 National French Fry Day 
Friday, July 14 Membership Meeting – 7:00 PM 
Friday, July 14 National Mac and Cheese Day 
Sunday, July 16 National Ice Cream Day 
Monday, July 17 World Emoji Day 
Thursday, July 20 National Moon Day 
Friday, July 21 National Junk Food Day 
Sunday, July 23 Parent’s Day 
Friday, July 28 Roma Lodge Italian Festival 
Saturday, July 29 Roma Lodge Italian Festival 
Sunday, July 30 Roma Lodge Italian Festival 
Friday. July 28 National Milk Chocolate Day 
Saturday. July 29 National Lasagna Day 
Sunday, July 30 National Father-in-Law Day 
Sunday, July 30 National Cheesecake Day 
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Buon Compleanno e Tanti Auguri 
Happy Birthday to our Roma Lodge Brothers Born in July 

 
July 1 Michael Clementi July 17 Martin Defatte July 29 Francesco Chirico 
 Bill Pucci Jr. July 20 Robert Basil  Gregory Pitts 
July 2 George Chardukian  Don Cicero  Mark Soine 
July 3 James Sewell  Joseph Lipari  Joseph Tripodi 
July 6 James Haase July 21 Alan Porcaro July 30 Tom Befera   
 Joseph Povkovich July 23 Charles Funk  Anthony Morelli 
July 10 Chuck Domanico July 24 Mike Ansani July 31 Dan Cupertino 
July 11 Brian Pulda July 25 Jim Faraone  Matthew Pankow  
July 16 Jon Hay July 26 Chip Mazurek  Joseph Porcaro  
 John Lapetina  Carey Tempesta  Jose Torano 
 Michael Miceli 
  
List compiled from the Roma Lodge Membership Files.  Contact Pat Tierney, teamtierney@sbcglobal.net or 262-960-2855 if 
corrections are needed. 

 

 
The following gentlemen are scheduled to be voted on at the July 14, 2023, Membership Meeting. 
 
Ryan C. Burch - Age 41 Joseph Covelli - Age 72 
Lives in Mt. Pleasant, WI Lives in Racine, WI 
Born in Kenosha, WI Born in Cosenza, Italy 
Employed as General Manager at Albas, Inc. Retired mechanic from Ocean Spray 
DBA Citgo at Hwy 20 and I94  
Married (Nora) with four children Widower with three children. 
Father is of Italian descent Both parents are of Italian descent. 
Proponent: Robert Basil Proponent: Mario Ruffolo 

 

 July 1 Dennis Porcaro 
 July 7, 8 Guy Schetter 
 July 14, 15 Keith Stannis 
 July 21, 22 Steve Rawlinko 
 July 28, 29 FESTIVAL WEEKEND 
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Funeral Service Calling Tree Schedule – April through June 
The Calling Tree schedule includes those members whose names are listed on the Membership List 
between: 

Kosmala, Josh  – Poisl, Joseph 
 
If you are notified of a funeral during your scheduled three-month period, you are expected to attend 
to represent the Lodge.  You are not required to attend every funeral; however, you are encouraged 
to attend at least one during the quarter.  Other members are also encouraged to attend.  There will 
be a special Roma Lodge sign in book at the service for members who attend to verify that they are 
fulfilling their obligation. 

AUGUST 2023 EVENTS 

  
Friday, August 4 US Coast Guard Birthday 
Friday, August 4 National Chocolate Chip Cookie Day 
Friday, August 4 International Beer Day 
Sunday, August 6 American Family Day 
Monday, August 7 Purple Heart Day 
Tuesday, August 8 Board of Directors Meeting – 6:30 PM 
Wednesday, August 9 National Book Lovers Day 
Thursday, August 10 National Spoil Your Dog Day   
Friday, August 11 Membership Meeting – 7:00 PM 
Saturday, August 12 Coffee & Cars – 8:00 AM – Noon 
Saturday, August 12 National Vinyl Record Day 
Monday, August 14 Victory in Japan Day 
Tuesday, August 15 Assumption of Mary 
Wednesday, August 16 National Bratwurst Day 
Wednesday, August 16 National Roller Coaster Day 
Friday, August 18 National Couple's Day 
Friday, August 18 National Fajita Day 
Sunday, August 20 National Chocolate Pecan Pie Day 
Monday, August 21 Senior Citizens Day 
Thursday, August 24 National Waffle Day 
Thursday, August 24 International Strange Music Day 
Saturday, August 26 National Dog Day 

Sick and Shut-ins 
On behalf of the members of Roma Lodge, the Sick and Shut-ins Committee sends flowers to the 
funeral of deceased members as well as “Get Well” cards to members who are hospitalized or ailing 
at home. If you know of a Roma Lodge brother who passed away or is hospitalized or ill at home, 
contact Steve Rawlinko, srawlinko@wi.rr.com or by phone at (262) 308-7997. 
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Roma member: 
 
It is July which means our annual Italian Festival is upon us, this year taking place on July 28th, 29th  and 30th. 
  
Our rules in Section 2.4 states that all members are obligated to pick up their allocated Italian Festival cash raffle books.  
It further says that if you are unable to pick up those books from the club for any reason you should contact the raffle 
director, Rick Tringali, or the festival chairman, Pat Diem.  It is the responsibility of each member to take action to get 
their packet of raffle books. 
 
The raffle is our protection against bad weather during the festival weekend or any other unforeseen event which could 
cause the festival to be adversely affected.  In 2021 the raffle netted over 79% of our total  profit and in 2022 made over 
68% of our total profit. 
 
Roma Lodge is an incredible organization that has survived strongly while other clubs and organizations have fallen by 
the wayside.  The spirit of Roma Lodge will be greatly demonstrated later this year as we celebrate our 100th anniversary. 
 
Let us all do our part to ensure the continued success of our Festival and Roma Lodge. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
Your Festival Committee. 
                                                                                                                                             
Listed below are the members who have yet to pick up their packet of 12 raffle books for purchase or sale.   
 

BUDDY ALFANO JEFF D’ ACQUISTO PHILIP MARRY JR 
BRAD ALLBEE DEAN AMATO CEASAR MATTIOLI 
MICHAEL ANSANI GAVIN DE CHECK TIM MONFELI 
DOMINIC ANZALONE JOHN DE FAZIO PAUL NOLDEN 
TIMOTHY BARSULI JOE DE ROSE HOWARD OLSON 
TOM BEFERA MICHAEL DE ROSE FRANK PERUGINI 
MORANDO BERRETTINI AURELIO FARDELLA JOE PILLIZZI 
MATTHEW BINETTI LOUIS FERRARO DAMIANO PIRAINO 
DAVID BOERO FAUSTO FIORAVANTI RALPH PORCARO 
CESARE BOSCO PETER FLEX LAWRENCE PRESTA 
ANDREW BUECHLER JORDAN GARDINA DAVID PUCCI 
JERRY BULLOCK DENNIS GEHRKE MICHAEL PUCCI 
WILLIAM BUSHELL KYLE GEORGE DAVID PURDY 
JAMES CARRAVETTA NUNZIO GERMANOTTA KEITH REDELL 
FRANK CARUSO WILLIAM E GRECO DAVID RICCHIO 
ANGELO CASCIARO ADOLFO GRECO GARY RICCHIO 
RALPH CEFALU DAVID HAGMAN TOMMY RICCHIO 
WILLIAM D CHIAPETE CHRIS HANSEN JOE ROMANO 
NICK CHIAPPETTA MICHAEL HARSCHER NICK ROMANO 
WILLIAM CHIAPPETTA ANTHONY HIRT JACK RUFFOLO 
FRANCESCO CHIRICO CHARLES HOEFT BILL RUSHING 
JEFFREY COLLOVA KENNETH HOTCHKISS RICHARD SARTO 
ACHILLE CORTESE THOMAS JANIKIAN GERALD SCHULZ 
GIUSEPPE CORTESE JASON JOHNSON MICHAEL SZYMANDERA 
JOSEPH CUCCIO JR PATRICK JOHNSON CAREY TEMPESTA 
BENJAMIN CUPERTINO ALBERT KOSTERMAN ANTHONY TOTERO 
DAN CUPERTINO SCOTT LIPPOLD RICHARD VALLIN 
  TIMOTHY VITE 
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Roma Lodge Patio Brick Program 
 

BUY A BRICK 
Join the 100 Year Celebration and add your name, your family name or that of a past family member to 

the Roma Patio! 
 

 
The patio brick program is available to members of both Roma Lodge and Vittoria Colonna Lodge.  Each brick 
serves as a testimony of your support, as well as serving as a permanent reminder of your Italian Heritage. 
 

 
BRICK OPTIONS 

4” x 8” brick consisting of two lines of type, 12 characters per line is $75.00. 
12” x 12” brick  consisting of six lines of type, 15 characters per line is $200.00. 

Payment must accompany your order. 
 

To purchase a brick please contact: 
Dennis Porcaro 

Phone (262) 884-9121     Email -  apprlservices@netscape.net 
 

4” by 8” Brick 
NOTE:  Spaces count as letters. 

           

            

            

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

 
12” x 12” Brick 

NOTE: Spaces count as letters. 
               

               

               

               

               

               

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
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Roma Lodge is celebrating our 100th Anniversary with many events culminating with a Banquet on Saturday, September 
30, 2023.  Greg Pierangeli and his team are busy planning events throughout the year.  Please watch the newsletter and 
e-mails for information. 
 
As part of our celebration and to bring awareness to our storied history we will be running articles and stories throughout 
the year celebrating our history. 
 
 We encourage members to present stories they would like to share.  Please send submissions to 
Jon Morelli at roma.secretary.jam@gmail.com.  There were no submissions made for this month’s 
newsletter.  PLEASE SHARE YOUR FAMILY STORIES AS I KNOW THERE ARE MANY OF INTEREST TO 
OUR MEMBERS. 
 

Roma Lodge Patio Brick Program 
Some ideas are: 

 Your name and when you joined. 
 For deceased family members – when they were members. 
 Your name 
 In memory of a loved one. 
 Imagine a brick and add it to the patio. 
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The first “Coffee and Cars” of the 2023 season was held on Saturday, June 10th.  It was a perfect day and 70 cars 
showed up as well as many spectators.  Thanks to all the people that helped make the kickoff successful (Jon Morelli, 
Keith Stannis, Ken Scolaro, John Gehring, Jeff DeMatthew, Jim & Brenda LaBelle, Rick Bonanno, Dennis Porcaro, 
Joe Porcaro, and Lenny Juliano).  Remember our motto - “If your car is special to you, it’s special to us”.  Hope to see 
you on Saturday, July 8th at the next “Coffee and Cars”!!!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BEST IN SHOW – Keith Stannis and Jon Morelli present Dean Steger and his 1966 
Chevrolet Corvette with the award as voted by the judges. 

Bruce Pfeffer shows off his 1929 Model A Two Door Sedan and his brother Blair 
shows off his 1928 Ford Model A Roadster. 

James Tipton displays his 1923 
For T-Bucket 

Gordon Anderson brought his 
1951 Ford Victoria 
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40th Annual Bocce Invitational Tournament 
Sunday, August 13, 2023 

 
The 40th Annual Roma Lodge Summer Bocce Tournament is scheduled for Sunday, August 13.  More information will follow via 

e-mail and in the next newsletter.  Included are the rules and entry form. 
 

If you have questions, please contact Dave Chiapete at (262) 939-5914 or Dave Silvani at (262) 321-1604. 

 
Bocce Rules 

 
1. Each team will consist of four (4) players plus an alternate if so desired in both the open/men’s tournament as 

well as the women’s tournament: 
 

2. If the pallino goes out of bounds, it will be placed on the nail.  If the large ball goes out of bounds, it is 
considered a dead ball.  The pallino must cross the center line to be in play, a player’s ball does not.   

 
3. A team must have four (4) players to start a game (2 players on one end and 2 on the other end throw 2 balls 

each).  A team has 10 minutes from the time the ref calls for the game to begin to have an eligible team.  Once a 
player begins a game and is substituted for, he/she may not re-enter the same game. Once a player begins a 
game on a certain side, he/she must remain on that side the entire game, unless substituted for.  

 
4. The referee will handle all games.  The Bocce Committee will decide major disputes. 

On behalf of the Roma Lodge and its members, we would like to invite you to this year’s Roma Lodge Bocce Tournament.  We 
hope that you will be able to participate in this exciting event which not only allows everyone to play the wonderful game of 
bocce, but also presents a festival atmosphere with all the great people who join us. 

Again, this year’s tournament will be Round Robin Style. This means that all teams will be playing a minimum of 3 (possibly 4) 
games.  All games will be played up to between 10 and 12 points, depending on the number of entries. Once group play is 
completed, those teams advancing will play in a single elimination tournament. The finals will all be played up to 16 points. 

This year, we will once again have Roma Lodge’s famous food, including pane fritta (fried bread dough) made by Lisa Domanico, 
Joan Domanico, Rosemarie Domanico, and their entire crew of amazing women from the Vittoria Colonna Lodge! Kringle, 
bombers, tomato salad, corn on the cob, and Roma Lodge’s famous buffet dinner featuring Stuffed Shells and our popular 
Italian baked chicken! Tap beer and soda will be included from 10:30-3:30.  Cash prizes will be awarded to at least the 1st, 2nd, 
3rd, and 4th places. 

For those of you who come from Illinois and the Milwaukee, Kenosha, and Madison area, we once again look forward to sharing 
our club with all of you. The great thing about our tournament is that we have been fortunate to have good teams come play, 
but we also have many teams who just love to play bocce…enjoying the food and camaraderie equally as much. Please 
remember to get your team entry in as early as possible to ensure your team’s spot.  We hope to make this not only another 
exciting day as bocce players, but a day that brings Italians together from all over! Hope to see you once again August 13! 

Ciao! 

David Chiapete Dave Silvani    

262-939-5914 262-321-1604 
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Roma Lodge 
7130 Spring Street 
Racine, WI   53406 

262-886-3610 
 40th ANNUAL ROMA LODGE BOCCE TOURNAMENT 

ROUND ROBIN FORMAT 
 

It is understood that we, the undersigned, release Roma Lodge and the Roma Lodge Bocce Committee members from any loss due to  
theft, damage, or physical injury during the Roma Lodge Bocce Tournament held on Sunday August 13, 2023. 

 
ENTRY BLANK 

 
Please return entry blank by Saturday August 5, 2023 

 
   Please fill in all names, addresses and phone numbers… 

 
 
 

Team Name  ________________________________________ 
 
 

Team Captain:   _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Name Address/Zip Area/Phone email address 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Name Address/Zip Area/Phone email address 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Name Address/Zip Area/Phone email address 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Name Address/Zip Area/Phone email address 
 

ALT  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Name Address/Zip Area/Phone email address 

 
ALT  ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Name Address/Zip Area/Phone email address 
 

ENTRY FEE - $50.00 PER PERSON INCLUDING ALTERNATE/ $200.00 PER 4 PERSON TEAM  
 

Please make checks payable to “Roma Lodge Bocce Tournament” and mail to: 
 

Roma Lodge Bocce Committee 
Attention: Dave Chiapete    

7130 Spring Street   (Hwy C) 
Racine, Wisconsin   53406 

 
VERY IMPORTANT:  Full payment of team entry fees and guest fees must accompany your entry blank. 

 
Games start at 9:00 A.M.    SHARP! 
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Who knew that Guy had attire other than his 
shorts and Roma shirt?  No one was sure who 
the new person was at the Past Presidents 
Dinner last month! 
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Roma Lodge Clothing Store 
 
Members interested in ordering Roma Lodge clothing can now do so by directly ordering from 
The Lettering Machine.  If you have not viewed the site in a while, please visit to see the added items and 
the option for embroidering the 100th anniversary logo. 
 
TO ORDER FROM THE WEBSTORE: 

Visit https://theletteringmachine.com/RomaLodge/shop/home 
 
Feel free to call The Lettering Machine at (262) 652-4177 if you have any questions. Thank you for your business! 

 
President Frank Bisotti fbisotti@ameritech.net 262-914-1880 
Vice President John Pisanello jpisanello@yahoo.com 262-939-5650 
Parliamentarian Jeff DeMatthew dematthew@ameritech.net 262-880-7474 
Recording Secretary Jon Morelli roma.secretary.jam@gmail.com 262-994-2861 
Membership Secretary Pat Tierney teamtierney@sbcglobal.net 262-960-2855 
Treasurer Pat Diem Pjdiem@outlook.com 414-530-2988 
Director Jack LeRose lerosecpa@gmail.com 262-939-0732 
Director Greg Pierangeli idocgregtpier@yahoo.com 870-882-1715 
Director Dennis Porcaro apprlservices@netscape.net 262-884-9121 
Director Bill Pucci, Jr. wmpucci50@gmail.com 262-939-3452 
Director Steve Rawlinko srawlinko@wi.rr.com 262-308-7997 
Director Guy Schetter gjs4420@yahoo.com 773-986-0374 
Director Dave Silvani dsilvani@live.com 262-321-1604 
Director Keith Stannis keithstannis@gmail.com 262-939-6008 

 
1. Please call to make a reservation.  It will help with both food preparation and staffing. 
2. If you have a party of ten or more, we ask that your reservation is set by 5:30 or after 6:30 to ensure quality service is 

provided to all.   Please keep splitting of checks to a minimum.  This takes considerable time and will delay service. 
 
Our Chef, Mike, will continue to create specials each week to add a variety of food options for our members and guests.  Along 
with the weekly specials we will continue to provide a quality reduced menu.    We encourage everyone to stop out and enjoy 
Mike's creations. 
 
The Members Restaurant is open for the Wednesday Buffet, and every Friday and Saturday for dining. 
 
Thank you.    
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ROMA LODGE 
Racine’s Most Prestigious Banquet Facility 

Receptions, Meetings, Parties 
262-886-6286 

 

JAMES A. PITTS GREGORY A. PITTS 
Attorneys at Law – Roma Lodge members 

 
Civil Trials / Personal Injury / Business Disputes / 

Insurance Claims / Workers Compensation / Disability 
 

Schoone, Leuck, Kelley, Pitts & Pitts, S.C. 
6800 Washington Avenue, Racine, WI 53408-5600 

www.pittslaw.com (262) 886-8240 
 

 
 

AD SPACE AVAILABLE 
 

 

 

 
 

RACINE’S #1 BINGO - Every Thursday Night 
$2,150 Paper Sheet & Last Game for $400 

Prizes! Come for Dinner- Doors Open at 4:00 
Games Start at 6:00 pm –SMOKE FREE 

 

Southwest Dental Group 
Dr. Richard L. DeFurio 

Dr. David L DeFurio 
Dr. Stephen N. Norwich 

2601 Taylor Ave   262-632-3156 
www.sw-dental.com 

  

 
 

 

Deadline for information for the August 2023 Newsletter is July 20, 2023.  Comments, suggestions, 
and articles of interest to our members are welcome at roma.secretary.jam@gmail.com. 

 

Jon Morelli, Roma Lodge Recording Secretary 


